Stay under Your Shepherd’s Care
1 Peter 2:19-25

9 For this is favorable: if a person endures sorrows while suffering unjustly because he is
conscious of God. ?° For what credit is it to you if you receive a beating for sinning and patiently
endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and endure it, this is favorable with God. ?' Indeed,
you were called to do this, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example so that
you would follow in his steps. ?? He did not commit a sin, and no deceit was found in his
mouth. 2 When he was insulted, he did not insult in return. When he suffered, he made no
threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 24 He himself carried our sins in
his body on the tree so that we would be dead to sins and alive to righteousness. By his wounds
you were healed. ?° For you were like sheep going astray, but you are now returned to the
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

The fourth Sunday of Easter is observed as Good Shepherd Sunday. In the Scripture before
us, the Apostle Peter comforts us with the good news that although we are straying sheep, we
have returned to the Good Shepherd. What is good about this shepherd? He is not satisfied in
having 99% of his flock safely under his care. He goes after the strays. But the sad reality is
that all of his sheep have strayed. And the only way he could return them to his care is if he'd
give up his life for them all. But what good is a dead shepherd to any sheep. Thankfully he took
up his life again. And that happened at Easter. In the middle of our Easter celebration, we
celebrate the care of our Good Shepherd. The Apostle Peter helps us do that when he urges
us to stay under your shepherd’s care. That is so important to do especially when you are
suffering unjustly. When you stay under his care you always have a fine example to follow.
Peter mentions another good reason to stay under his care. He’s taken your sins away.

As we have already mentioned, God the Holy Spirit had the Apostle Peter write this letter to
offer comfort and hope. This comfort and hope was first directed at Christians living in ancient
Turkey. These Christians were beginning to suffer persecution simply because they were
Christian. And there was a specific group of suffering Christians that Peter addresses in the
verses before us. They had the social status of being slaves. As offensive as the idea of slavery
sounds in the ears of citizens living in the land of the free, we must understand that it was part
of the world in Peter’s day. If you were on the losing side of a battle, you might find yourself
enslaved to citizens on the winning side. If you found yourself in serious debt, you could arrange
to pay off that debt through a few years of slave work. One can understand how the gospel
would appeal to people who found themselves enslaved to others. The good news of Christ
Jesus brings freedom to everyone no matter what your status in life.

Peter has important words for individuals who enjoy freedom in Christ, though they still live
under bondage to others. He urges slaves to submit to the authority of their master, whether
their masters are kind to them or cruel. And then he offers this reason: For this is favorable: if



a person endures sorrows while suffering unjustly because he is conscious of God. For what
credit is it to you if you receive a beating for sinning and patiently endure it? But if you suffer for
doing good and endure it, this is favorable with God. It would be nice if every slave master
treated their slaves fairly, appreciating the work they did for them. But that did not always
happen. Since this is an imperfect world, there will always be flaws in work that is done. Some
slave owners may focus only on the flaws instead of the whole work that is done. And as a
result, they may punish. And their punishment may be completely unjust. But someone is
pleased if you must suffer unjustly. That is your God. God is not some cruel deity who just loves
to see us suffer through life. He knows about are many hardships that we must go through in
life. What pleases God is when we follow his commands, including the 4th Commandment by
honoring and serving those with authority over us.

We can be thankful that we never have to be slaves to anyone. But the principle that Peter
makes in these verses does apply well to the workplace. You may have a boss who is very kind
and easy to work for. You may have a boss who seems cruel and cares little about you. So
what kind of employee am | going to be? I'll only work hard as long as my boss appreciates me
and recognizes me for it? The Apostle Paul gave this directive to slaves living in Colossae:
Obey your human masters in everything, not just when they are watching you, like people-
pleasers, but with a sincere heart, out of respect for the Lord. Whatever you do, keep working
at it with all your heart, as for the Lord and not for people (Colossians 3:22-23). What kind of
worker am |? Scripture tells us whatever we do we do it to bring glory of God. Am | making
sure that God is always glorified by the type of work that | do? Or am | just doing enough to get
by. Sadly, each of us is still wrapped in sinful flesh. So we must struggle with laziness, half-
heartedness, and a general attitude that | could care less if the job gets done right. Sadly, |
cannot always say that I've brought God praise with every hour of every day. Am | conscious
of the all-seeing One overlooking my work? Or is my boss or my co-workers opinions more
valuable to me? And if someone accuses me of wrongdoing, how dare they? This company
probably would fall flat if | didn’t work here.

Since the fall into sin, work has been difficult. God told Adam: “Cursed is the ground because
of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. It will produce thorns and
thistles for you... By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground,
since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return” (Genesis 3:17-19).
And people have been falsely accused of wrong and made to suffer unjustly. So Peter offers
an alternative to complaining or just letting things slide. Stay under your Shepherd’s care by
following the fine example he’s given. Can you think of anyone who suffered more injustice than
your Savior Jesus? He was completely innocent. Even false charges didn’t match up. Pilate
asked Jesus, “What is truth?” He certainly wasn'’t getting any truth from our Lord’s accusers.
Jesus didn’t sin or lie. He didn’t try to defend himself. He simply entrusted himself to his
heavenly Father.



Yes, God knows what I'm going through. It's not easy that | must suffer. It's not even fair. But
he’s got my back. He’s promised not to give me more than | can handle. He’ll make it all work
out for good. He promised that and he can never lie. And | know that he loves me. The gift of
his Son proves that. So | never worry how things will end. It's all good! | stay focused on my
Savior. What did he say about those who mocked and tortured him: Father, forgive them. Yes,
Father, forgiven those who bring trouble to my life. Forgive me for the trouble that | have caused
others. You promised us a glorious day when we’ll be done with the evils of this world. The day
| enter paradise will be so wonderful. No more troubles, no more problems. It'll be perfect. Ill
be perfect, because my perfect Jesus came for me. He offered a fine example for me to follow.
Like him, I'll entrust everything to my heavenly Father. He will judge rightly. And I'll be
vindicated.

So how can | be confident to stand before the Judge of all humanity? He’s my Shepherd who
cares for me. In giving me a fine example to follow when faced with suffering, my Good
Shepherd has taken away all my sins.

In explaining how Jesus has taken away our sins, Peter takes us back to Isaiah: “Surely he
took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten
by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our
iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are
healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the
Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open
his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent,
So he did not open his mouth” (Isaiah 53:4-7).

How important that we recognize our need for a good shepherd like Jesus in our life. We are
still sheep. We're not well equipped to defend ourselves. We're easy prey. And we easily stray.
That's why we need Jesus to shepherd us. Only he can protect us from the predators that prowl
about the shadow of death. Only he can provide the nourishment our souls need. He leads us
to refreshing streams and fresh pastureland. He pushes us along his straight and narrow path.
He holds us back from straying into danger. So we can stay under our Good Shepherd’s care,
we’ll keep listening. Jesus says, “My sheep listen to my voice; | know them, and they follow me.
I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand”
(John 10:27, 28).

Having Jesus as our Good Shepherd won’t mean this life will get easier. He certainly has
supplied us with a fine example to follow when suffering enters our life. We entrust everything
to our heavenly Father. And with sins completely gone we are sure to stay close to him forever.
So keep listening to his voice until the day you see him face to face. Then your Good Shepherd
will lead you to springs of living water. And God will wipe every tear from your eyes. God grant
this for Jesus’ sake.



